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LANXESS celebrates half century butyl 
production in Zwijndrecht 
 
• Annual capacity since 1963 increased fivefold to 150.000 

metric tons 
• Production counter shows 4 billion kilo or 120 million rubber 

bales 
• Past ten years investment of 250 million Euro in Zwijndrecht 
 
Cologne/Zwijndrecht – The visit of LANXESS board member 
Rainier van Roessel on December 17th in the butyl rubber plant of 
LANXESS in Zwijndrecht, Belgium, rounded off the activities to 
celebrate its 50th anniversary. 
 
Half a century after the production start in 1963 the yearly capacity is 
multiplied by five up to 150.000 metric tons. The LANXESS Group 
invested more than 250 million Euro in Zwijjndrecht, for capacity 
growth but also in a new energy plant and in two pilot plants. 
 
On the left river bank in Zwijndrecht, in what once was a polder in the 
docklands of the Antwerp harbor, Polysar Belgium started the 
construction of the plant in 1962. 
 
With 163 employees and 3 reactors the plant had a startup capacity 
of 30.000 metric tons. In the night of November 21st, 1963 the very 
first butyl rubber was produced. 
 
Meanwhile the counter moved forward to the incredible production 
figure of more than 4 billion kilograms of butyl rubber on the 
anniversary date. Whilst the rubber is pressed into bales or blocks of 
34 kilo, that makes a total of 120 million pieces. 
 
Butyl rubber is mainly used for the tire production. Modern radial tires 
require an inner liner made of halobutyl rubber, which helps keep tire 
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pressure constant for longer because of its impermeability to gases, 
thus saving fuel and reducing CO2 emissions. 
Other applications for butyl rubber are protective clothing, shoe soles, 
adhesives and chewing gum. Its impermeability to gas and resistance 
to chemicals have also proven valuable in vehicle air conditioning 
systems and tank linings. 
 
Since 2004, the butyl rubber plant is part of the LANXESS Group, the 
world leader in the production of synthetic rubber. The past ten years 
LANXESS invested more than 250 million euro in Zwijndrecht, with a 
capacity increase of 25 percent. 
 
Investments were not only done in production and efficiency in recent 
years, but also to enhance the sustainability of the plant. One of the 
major projects was the construction of a new energy plant, a CHP or 
Combined Heat and Power plant, which delivers steam and electricity 
to the plant.  
 

 
LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 9.1 billion in 
2012 and roughly 17,500 employees in 31 countries. The company is currently 
represented at 52 production sites worldwide. The core business of LANXESS is the 
development, manufacturing and marketing of plastics, rubber, intermediates and 
specialty chemicals. LANXESS is a member of the leading sustainability indices Dow 
Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) World and FTSE4Good as well as the Carbon 
Disclosure Leadership Index (CDLI). 
 
Cologne,  December 17, 2013 
erb  (2013-00146e) 
 
 
Forward-Looking Statements. 
This news release may contain forward-looking statements based on current 
assumptions and forecasts made by LANXESS AG management. Various known and 
unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences between 
the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company 
and the estimates given here. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update 
these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or developments. 
 
Information for editors: 
All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at 
http://press.lanxess.com. Recent photos of the Board of Management and other 
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LANXESS image material are available at http://photos.lanxess.com. The latest TV 
footage, audiofiles and podcasts can be found at http://multimedia.lanxess.com. 
 
You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry in our WebMagazine at 
http://webmagazine.lanxess.com. 
 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Linkedin, Twitter and YouTube: 
 
http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS 
http://www.instagram.com/lanxess 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess 
http://www.twitter.com/LANXESS 
http://www.youtube.com/lanxess 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


