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More sustainable and cost efficient technology 

 

LANXESS successfully concludes pilot phase for 
completely new butyl rubber production process 
 

Zwijndrecht/Cologne – Specialty chemicals company LANXESS 

has successfully concluded the pilot phase for a highly efficient 

production process for butyl rubber. 

 

In the past seven years, LANXESS worked on a fundamentally new 

technology for a more sustainable production. An important step in 

this process was the testing of the new technology in two pilot plants 

at its production site in Zwijndrecht/Belgium since spring 2012. The 

production process of butyl rubber is highly complex and requires 

process steps at very low temperatures and significant usage of 

steam. The new process technology is significantly more energy and 

cost efficient.  

 

LANXESS now intends to mothball the pilot plants after successful 

development of the new production process. A labor consultation 

process was started locally to align potential impacts on staff with 

unions and employees. 

 

Butyl rubbers are used in tire inner liners – the innermost, air- and 

humidity-impermeable layer of a tubeless tire. They keep tire 

pressure constant over a long period, thus making vehicles safer and 

ensuring they consume less fuel and therefore produce fewer 

emissions. Special applications include protective clothing and 

medical devices. The use of butyl in chewing gum production 

represents one particularly interesting niche market.  

 

Besides its Zwijndrecht plant LANXESS operates butyl production 

facilities in Sarnia/Canada and Singapore.  

 

The Butyl Rubber business unit is part of LANXESS’ Performance 
Polymers segment, which recorded sales of EUR 4.49 billion in fiscal 
2013. 
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LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 8.3 billion in 

2013 and roughly 17,300 employees in 31 countries. The company is currently 

represented at 52 production sites worldwide. The core business of LANXESS is the 

development, manufacturing and marketing of plastics, rubber, intermediates and 

specialty chemicals. LANXESS is a member of the leading sustainability indices Dow 

Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI World and DJSI Europe) and FTSE4Good as well as 

CDP’s Climate Disclosure Leadership Index (CDLI). 

 

Cologne,  April 4, 2014 
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Forward-Looking Statements. 

This news release may contain forward-looking statements based on current 

assumptions and forecasts made by LANXESS AG management. Various known and 

unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences between 

the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company 

and the estimates given here. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update 

these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or developments. 

 

Information for editors: 

All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at 

http://press.lanxess.com. Recent photos of the Board of Management and other 

LANXESS image material are available at http://photos.lanxess.com. The latest TV 

footage, audiofiles and podcasts can be found at http://multimedia.lanxess.com. 

 

You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry in our WebMagazine at 

http://webmagazine.lanxess.com. 

 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Linkedin, Twitter and YouTube: 

 

http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS 

http://www.instagram.com/lanxess 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess 

http://www.twitter.com/LANXESS 

http://www.youtube.com/lanxess 
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